[Breast cancer. A historical account, present and future].
This essay describes the different theoretical constructions of breast cancer models, such as the biological, hygienist-preventive and epidemiological. An anecdotal account of the Hippocratic model is also presented. This disease will be one of the major challenges posed by noncommunicable diseases in coming years, due to a significant increase of life expectancy and to a decrease of the overall annual growth rate-resulting in the ageing of the population-, as well as to lifestyle changes-particularly the considerable decrease of fertility rates and breastfeeding practices-, and to the poor efficiency and effectiveness of breast cancer screening programs. In this context, one of the main challenges for breast cancer control is to secure the multidisciplinary approach offered by public health. After analyzing the different models, we favor the sociomedical model as the one that incorporates several areas of knowledge to formulate an effective response to breast cancer.